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was not wholly a help to them; it had in some cases the dis-
advantages which the act permitting a prisoner to give evidence
is generally allowed to have entailed for the prisoner.
At the polls the unionist party was heavily defeated. A calcula-
tion in January 1909, based on the evidence of by-elections, had
given them a majority of about 100 in the event of a dissolution
at that time. Now they were in a minority of 124; so that oppos-
ing the budget and defying the constitution had cost them well
over 100 seats. None of the other three parties, however, had
unreserved cause for satisfaction. The figures were: liberals 275,
labour 40, Irish nationalists 82, unionists 273; so that in this
parliament, unlike the last, the liberal government would depend
on Labour and Irish support. For the labour party this was
particularly embarrassing. Despite having effected a consolida-
tion in 1909 between the Miners and the main body, it had lost
a dozen seats on balance; and many of its followers wanted it to
seek recovery by separating itself more sharply from the govern-
ment in the division lobbies. But that was just what it could not
henceforward afford to do; on the contrary, it must cast many
reluctant votes to avoid defeating the ministry. The Irish had
an even more instant difficulty. In 1909 they had opposed the
budget and voted against its second reading, though they ab-
stained on its third. The reason was indeed almost trivial; the
budget had raised the excise duties on spirits by £1,200,000, and
a marked feature of the nationalist party was its financial depen-
dence on distillers and publicans. But now the same budget
confronted them on the threshold of the new parliament, and
unless they voted for it, the parliament might break down.
These embarrassments were less real than they looked on
paper, because the three parties with their joint majority of 124
(one of the largest since 1832) were solidly united on behalf of
two causes. They all wanted to deal with the house of lords on
Campbell-Bannerman lines, i.e. not by altering its composition,
but by defining and limiting its power of veto. And they all
wanted to give home rule to Ireland. About this the liberals had
been comparatively apathetic in 1906, but quite a new feeling
had come to pervade their ranks since the brilliant success of
Campbell-Bannerman's policy in bestowing self-government on
the Transvaal. Their slogan now was cto make Redmond the
the forced abstention of Lord Beaconsfield, Lord Granbrook, and Lord Salisbury
deprived the conservatives of their three most powerful speakers.

